
1 
 

 

 

National Assembly for Wales 
Cross-Party Housing Group Meeting and AGM 

12.30-1.30pm, 12 February 2020 
Media Briefing Room, Senedd Building, Cardiff Bay 

        

 
Attendees  
 
Mike Hedges (MH) AM, (Chair) 
David Melding (DM) AM 
Ryland Doyle (Office of Mike Hedges AM) 
Ross Thomas (Tai Pawb) 
John Puzey (Shelter Cymru) 
Michelle Wales (Shelter Cymru) 
Nick Morris (Crisis) 
Ceri Cryer (Age Cymru) 
Calum Davies (RLA) 
Aaron Hill (CHC) 
Jon Sparkes (Crisis) 
 
Apologies 
 

Mathew Kennedy (CIH) 

 
Minutes 

 
1. Welcome from the chair 
 
MH welcomed members to the meeting.  
 
AGM –To agree the annual report, election of the chair and group secretariat. 
 
The report for 2019 was accepted.  Mike Hedges continuation as chair was approved as 
was the secretariat being held by Shelter Cymru. Both were thanked for the time and 
support given to the group.  
 
 
 
2. Presentations by Jon Sparkes chair of the Welsh Government Housing Action Group 

(HAG). 
 
MH thanked Jon for taking the time to address the group.  Jon began by praising the 
contribution made by HAG members who are providing the expert input. He explained that 
he had been invited to chair HAG by the Minister as someone outside of Wales. 
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He presented what is phase 2 of the report which he felt was the most important with its 
focus on prevention. Recommendations were already emerging and he felt that these would 
largely form the basis of the final recommendations. He emphasised that there has been 
significant consultation with people who have experienced homelessness and that 
consultation is continuing. 
 
He recapped on the 1st reports important recommendations that focussed on rough sleeping 
and how we can work towards ending rough sleeping in Wales. The need to see an end to 
the Vagrancy Act and priority need would be important milestones. There was a change 
needed to commissioning services to focus on assertive outreach, the need for universal 
prevention and that 56 days for crisis prevention is not sufficient and that this should be 
extended to 6 months. 
 
A copy of the presentation is included with these minutes 
 
MH asked if the current services were doing enough to support people who have become 
homeless. JS that services have stepped up particularly at crisis point but more needs to be 
done as to what happens next.  
 
DM asked if there is a more direct approach we can take for people who are rough sleeping. 
JS We need to deal with this quickly, more assertive outreach, with accommodation options 
and managed moves, managed quickly 
 
Aaron Hill– Commented that cross party support re accelerating the building of social 
housing would help to house more people and that the sector is rightly challenged to join in 
the call to end evictions into homelessness from social housing. He noted some excellent 
examples of allocation policies that make sure that people are able to access a home.  
 
JS agreed that it is as much an allocation issue as it is a supply issue. 
 
DM asked how we are lobbying Westminster on welfare.  
 
JS the unfreeze the freeze was a small step in the right direction and there was a strong 
economic case presented. It may work better for Wales as we are increasing the supply 
alongside it unlike in England. 
 
 
MI  introduced the second presentation by Calum Davies (RLA) who presented on the PRS 
social letting scheme that is about to be launched in Wales. The scheme hopes to:  
 

• Provide affordable, quality homes to those struggling to access and retain a PRS 
tenancy.  

• Reduce pressure on council housing waiting lists and in discharging their 
homelessness duties.  

• Improve access to the PRS through an innovative use of funding, purposely intended 
to be different from a traditional grant-based scheme.  

• Maximise the use of empty properties and increase standards in PRS properties  
 

A copy of Calums briefing is attached with these minutes 
 
 



3 
 

 
3. ACTIONS  
 
MH and DM invited Calum (RLA) to write to them with the points and recommendations he 
made at the meeting. 
 
 
4 AOB 

 
All xphg members will be invited to the Homes for all Cymru group meeting on May 13th 
2020 where topics for the June 17th 2020 XPHG and any follow ups from today’s meeting 
will be discussed. 
 

 
 

Date of next meeting for the cross party housing group is 2020 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


